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There's a hurricane on the 
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prepared for it? 
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world, with wings 3m wide. 
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Whistler with some tips on 
plants that can predict 
changes in the weather. 


DISCOVERING NATURE 
Let’s cool things down with 
some snow paint. Brrrr! 
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“Help me, matey,” cried Toad, hopping quickly 
out of the way, but Spike was too frightened. 
“Bully, Bully, Bully,” he chanted, saluting his 
leader. “Traitor!” yelled Toad, furious. 


Vralomtn SG 


Mossy dived back into the ground and soon 
found Dash. “They’re attacking Toad,” he 
cried. “Thousands of rats by the daisy patch.” 
“Don’t worry,” replied Dash. “Leave it to me.” 
Then she bounded off into the forest. 


The rats were just about to charge, when 
suddenly, Mossy popped up out of the ground 
at Toad’s feet. “Get help quickly,” begged Toad 
as Bully told the rats to attack once more. 


Dash found a herd of young deer and began 
to tease them, saying, “What skinny legs you 
have.” “Our legs are very beautiful,” answered 
an offended female deer. “And very practical,” 
added another member of the group. 


“I bet I can run much faster than you,” Dash 
continued. “I can run faster than any rabbit,” 
snapped an annoyed young fawn. And then to 
prove it he galloped off after Dash. The others 
followed close behind. 


Just then, however, Dash and the deer came 
thundering out of the trees. They charged into 
the group and sent everyone flying. “It worked! 
I knew it would!” cried Dash, gleefully, when 
she saw all the animals flat on the floor. 


It wasn’t long before Spike came round, too. 
He got up and began to call for Toad. “Some 
frogs carried him off to the pond... well, what 
was left of him,” sighed Dash. 


Meanwhile, back at the daisy patch Bully was 
trying to get Brat to eat Toad, but Brat wasn’t 
too keen on the idea. “Toads are poisonous,” 
said Spike, trying to help his captured pal. 
“Rubbish!” yelled Bully. “Toads are tasty.” 


Wl Os wie alll 


As the dust settled, Toad opened his eyes and 
found two frogs sitting next to him, waiting 
to help. “Take me to the pond, mateys, and 
wrap me up in pond weed,” he murmured, as 
they carried him off. 


Spike was horrified. He stumbled off to look 
for his friend, mumbling to himself. On hig 
way, he bumped into Hurkel. Unable to hide 
his sorrow any longer, Spike broke down, 


“I’m a rotten stinker! I’m a nasty, fat rat!” he 
sobbed. “Hurkel, you’re kind. You'll forgive 
me.” “I suppose so,” replied Hurkel, not sure 
what was going on. “What have you done?” 


By now the two animals had reached the 
pond. Spike ran up to a frog who was sitting 
on a stone in the water and sobbed, “Is he 
alright? He’s not... is he?” 


“I’m sorry I didn’t help you,” Spike continued. 
“It’s Bully — I’m so scared of him. You forgive 
me, don’t you?” Toad was unsure. He had 
been through a lot and his body still hurt. 


Spike explained how he had stood by and let 
Bully attack his friend. Hurkel shook his head. 
He looked at Spike and said, solemnly, “No, I 
won't forgive you.” Spike was shocked. 


the water. “Toad, you’re alive! You're alright!” 
cried Spike in delight. “Hello, mateys,” replied 
Toad when he saw everyone, “corr, I do smart.” 


But then he looked at Spike and said, “Yeah, 
alright, you were scared. So was I. | forgive 
you, matey.” Spike was ecstatic. He rushed up 
to Toad and gave him a great big kiss. 


Next week: The hurricane. 


All About... 


6GHi! I'm Egyptian mongoose — the largest of 
the many species of mongoose that make their 
home in Africa. | also live in Israel and Spain 
and am the only type of mongoose to be found 
in Europe. You may have already heard of my 
family because it is famous for being one of 
the few groups of mammals that can catch and 
kill snakes, even deadly poisonous ones like 
cobras. We mongooses are generally carnivorous 
(meat-eating) animals. We have long bodies and 
tails with small pointed heads and short legs. 
You can find us in many types of habitat from 
dry desert to tropical rainforest.99 — 


| belong to a large family 
made up of over 36 different 
species. Most live in Africa, 
but a few are also found in 
Asia. We range in size from 
this tiny Dwarf mongoose, 
which is only about 43cm 
long from its head to its tail, 
to the White-tailed mongoose 
which is double that size. My 
smaller relatives live in large 
groups, called packs, and are 
active by day. Because of 
their small size, predators, 
such as eagles and jackals, 
often hunt them so they find 
safety in numbers. For them, 
many pairs of eyes and ears 
are better at spotting danger 
than one. The larger members 
of my family, including myseif, 
live either alone OF IN smaly 
family groups. We are more 
active at night. 


A SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP 

Dwarf mongooses have a special 
relationship with birds called Yellow- 
billed hornbills. Both creatures feed on 
insects and when mongooses are out 
looking for food, hornbills follow them 
around, snapping up any leftovers. In 
return, the sharp-eyed hornbills warn 
the mongooses of any danger by giving 
a special alarm call. In fact, the 
partnership between the mongooses 
and the hornbills is so strong that 
although hornbills normally prey on 
small mammals, they will not touch 
baby mongooses. Also, quite often 
mongooses will not leave their burrows 
to hunt until the hornbills have arrived 
and woken them up with a special 
early-morning call! 


We mongooses usually give 
birth to a litter of three or 
four young, several times a 
year. There is no set breeding 
season, although we usually 
wait until there is plenty of 
food available before starting 
to raise a family. Our babies 
are born blind and helpless 
and have very little fur. They 
do not leave the nest for 
several weeks unless their 
mother decides to move them. 
Then she carries each baby 
by the scruff of its neck to her 
new hiding place. Those who 
live in large groups, such as 
this Yellow mongoose, have 
babysitters to help raise their 
young; when a mother goes off to hunt, 
other members of the pack stay with the babies 
to look after them and play with them. 


We mongooses enjoy lots of different types of food. 
The smaller species eat mainly insects but also catch 
spiders and small reptiles; us larger mongooses have 
a diet that includes birds, small mammals and snakes. 
We also eat fruit and birds’ eggs. When we find a 
bird’s egg, we throw it between our back legs against 
a rock to crack open the shell. Then we gobble up the 
contents. Only a few of us, such as the Indian grey 
mongoose, commonly catch and kill snakes. When 
we tackle a snake, we dodge and weave in front of it, 
encouraging it to release its venom. Eventually the 
snake gets tired and slow, then we jump in and kill 

it with a bite to the neck. 


All About... 


Mongoose homes 


66When we’re not out hunting we 


mongooses spend much of our time in | 


burrows or holes in rocks or trees. For 


those of us that live in packs, our home is 
usually a system of underground tunnels 


that can provide shelter for up to 50 
members. Here we sleep, rest and give 
birth to our young.99 


Meerkats are small mongooses that are found in 
the hot Kalahari desert in southern Africa. They 
live together in groups or colonies, sometimes with 
other species of mongoose or ground squirrels for 
company. Meerkats spend much of their time 
digging and tunnel out their own burrows. Soon 
after sunrise, they emerge from their homes to 
sunbathe, warming themselves up before heading 
off to hunt for the day. Meerkats often groom each 
other, too. It helps to keep the social ties between 
the members of the group strong. 


We mongooses are found in many different kinds 
of habitat, but the African marsh mongoose is the 
only species that spends much of its time in the 
water. It lives alongside rivers and hunts in shetllow 
water, It feeds on crabs, shellfish and small fish 
which it finds by reaching under stones ang 
boulders with its front feet. Unlike many other 
mammals that live near the water, the toes of the 
Marsh mongoose are not webbed, 


FRIEND OR PEST? 

Most types of mongoose still exist in large numbers 
but a few species that live in rainforests, such as 

the Bushy-tailed mongoose of central Africa and the 
Liberian mongoose from west Africa, are endangered 
because their forest habitats are being destroyed. 

In contrast, some types of mongoose have been 
introduced into places where they did not originally 
live and have become serious pests. This has 
happened on islands in the Caribbean and Pacific. 
These places did not have any natural predators of 
their own to kill snakes so the mongooses were sent 
there to help. But this proved to be a big mistake. 

As well as the snakes, the mongooses started to kill 
other local animals, some of which have now become 
extinct. The mongooses bred rapidly and there are 
now so many that they are difficult to control. 


While they are out hunting, Meerkats need to be on 
their guard against predators. However, if all the 
Meerkats had to keep checking for danger it would 
interrupt their task. So instead, they post sentries. 
The sentry, which is always a male, climbs on to a 
rock or into a bush and stands on his hind legs to 
scan the surroundings. If he spots danger, he gives 
a warning call and all the Meerkats dash for the 
safety of the burrow. But Meerkats don’t always 
run away. They are bold animals and sometimes an 
angry group will surround a predator, such as a fox 
or a jackal, and scold it loudly to chase it away. 
Sometimes they have even managed to rescue 
pack members in this way. 


Weasel’s Easel 


Although some Scorpi 

i 
are deadly palenneue they 
are on the Meerkat’s regular 
menu. With their quick | 
reflexes, the Meerkats 
a [ can bite the sting off 


Like all group-living mongooses; Meerkats are noisy animals “ 
with a variety of calls. They use them to stay in contact with 
other membets of the group, or to warn of danger while they 
are searching for food. A pack of Meerkats also has its own 
territory and members mark the bushes and/rocks around 
their home with their scent to warn other packs to stay away. 


the scorpion’e tail 
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Dear Friends: 
There are moles popping up 
all over the Gallery this 
week — | bet Sam Goff had 


fun digging one out of his 
lovely birthday cake! 
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Secret World of... ‘é 


Cut out the playing cards carefully. There will be more playing cards next week for you to build up a complete set. 
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You've probably seen cork bottle 
stoppers, noticeboards or even 
shoe soles, but did you know that 
cork comes from the bark of the 
Cork oak tree which grows in 
much of Portugal and Spain? The 
tree is stripped of part of its bark 
about once every 8-10 years. The 
bark is then boiled to soften it, 
before being 
made into 
useful objects. 


You should be able to spot five 
Worm lizards on the ground. 


Spur-thighed tortoises spend the winter 
hibernating in an underground burrow but 
emerge in spring, ready to mate. Males 
fight each other to win a female 
who will lay two to three 
eggs in early summer. 

The young tortoises 
finally hatch in 
September or 
October. 


Skinks are a family of lizards, some 
of which have legs and some of 
which do not. The Round-bodied 
skink does have legs, but their 
length varies depending on which 
part of Spain it lives in. Those living 
on the Coto Dofana have 
particularly short legs. 


The Spanish imperial eagle 
used to be found in much of 
Spain, Portugal and parts of 
Morocco, but now lives only in 
southwest Spain. Even there, 
much of its traditional habitat has been turned into 
farmland and it has also fallen victim to hunters. 


The Worm lizard certainly looks more like 
a worm than a lizard — it has no legs and 

a small head with almost invisible eyes. 

It spends most of its time underground, 
burrowing head-first into the soil 

where it finds plenty of ants and other 
small insects to eat. 


The Azure-winged magpie’s blue wings 
and tail make it a striking sight as it 

dodges and weaves through the 

trees. It is quite acrobatic, even 
climbing up tree trunks and 
sometimes clinging upside 
down to branches as it 
looks for tasty insects, 
fruit and plants 
to peck at. 


Nite EAR ca 


Sometimes the wind blows 

as a gentle breeze rustling 
the leaves. At other times, it 
can whip up into a fierce gale 
that is strong enough to pull up 
the trees! One of the most powerful winds is 
called a tornado. So far, it has never got that 
windy in White Deer Park, but if it did, I'd have 
to hide away in my sett and wait patiently for 
the wind to die down. 


SPINNING VORTEX 

A tornado whirls and spins as the air spirals round and round. 
This movement of the air is called a vortex. Liquids can also 
spin in a vortex — try this experiment and watch one at work. 


Fill the container three-quarters 
full of cold water and place it ina 
sink or outside on a flat surface. 
Stir it very fast, taking care not to 
spill it. Watch the water spin into 
a whirling vortex. 


You will need: 
tall clear container 
e.g. plastic jug, 
Stick for stirring. 


See how 

the shape 

of the 

vortex tapers 

towards the 

bottom of the 
container, just as a 
whirlwind becomes 
narrower at the bottom. 


SAND DUNE SCIENCE 


The wind blows sand into hills of different shapes and 
sizes called sand dunes. Here’s a way to experiment with 
wind effects and make your own sand dunes. 


Watch what happens to the 
water when you stop stirring. 


q Put some sand into the tray and stir a little glue 
into it — you should use about twice as much sand as 
glue. Don’t make the mixture too thick - make sure 
you can easily move it by pushing it with your finger. 


2 Set the hairdryer to its 
coolest setting. Direct the air 
towards the sand mixture and 
see how it moves. Be careful 
not to hold it too clase 


\ 
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Tornadoes occur 
when warm airrises 
very quickly. As the / 
air rises more warm 
air takes its place and 
it too begins to rise. 
~ 4 The air then starts to 
go round in circles 
- and before you ‘ 
know it, aspinning / | 
tornado is moving “ 
across the land, , f 


\ tornadoes 


are so SS, picking up ¢ / 
powerful everything 
_ they can ~@- in its path. 
\. | even uproot 
\ trees and lift 
\ heavy trains : eg / 


into the air! ————— f 


A tornado that blows 
over the sea will suck 


up the water to make v Z 

a giant waterspout. = 3 = / 
Some waterspouts a 
have been known to : —-— \ 


pick up fish and 
crabs, then drop 
them later far away 
on dry land! 


You will need: 

old baking tray, sand, PVA glue, stick (for 
stirring), hairdryer (with cool air setting - 
ask for permission to use it). 


3 Experiment to 
see how you can 
push the sand 
mixture into diff 
shapes by ch 
the position of the 
hairdryer. If your 
hairdryer has 
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FRONT ' “hye p GARP KITE 
Ng Qe Every year in Japan, a kite festival is held where 
children fly their homemade carp kites. The carp fish 
represents strength and a lot of work goes into 
making the kites every year. 


You will need: 
tissue paper of different colours, PVA glue (pour some 
a Tiecathowars on to a saucer), fine brush for dabbing glue on, 
scissors, thin card, cotton thread, needle. 


template including the 
fins on to two sheets 
of tissue paper. Cut 
them out to make two 
body shapes — one for 
the front and one for 
the back of the fish. 


2 Now draw two 
eye circles and four 
extra fins on to BACK 
different-coloured 
tissue paper and 
cut them out. You 
need the extra fins 
to strengthen your 
carp kite. 


FRONT 


3 Lay the two 

body shapes on a 
table. Using a tiny dab 
of glue, stick the eyes and 
fins on, (Be careful to 
place the eyes exactly as 
shown.) Cut out tissue- 
paper circles, divide 
them in half and overlap 
them to make scales. 


WHIEN WAY WIND? 


Cut a flag shape from 
paper or fabric. Put 
glue down the straight, 
short edge and wrap it 
around a stick. Now 


@ Cut two strips of card 6 Lay the undecorated side of 
9em long and 1cm wide. Glue the other body shape on top of 
the card along the edge of the the glue. Press gently along the 


mouth on the undecorated edges and leave it to dry. 

side of each body shape. If 

necessary, trim the card to ? Gently squeeze the mouth 
match the mouth edges. open. Thread a needle with cotton 


and knot one end. Thread the cotton 
out through the card on one side of 
the mouth and back in through the 
other side to make a loop. Tie 
another knot inside the mouth. 


§ Now leave the body shapes 
to dry thoroughly. When they 


are completely dry, put a thin @ uta piece of thread 
line of glue around the edge of 2m long and tie it to the 
one of the body shapes on its middle of the loop. 


undecorated side, Do not put 
any glue along the mouth. 


A wind sock flutters in the breeze and points in the direction the 
wind is blowing. Here are some easy wind socks you can fix outside. 


Look at your wind 
sock every day 
for a fortnight and 
write down what it is 
pointing at. (It could 
eta, be a tree, your house 
or next-door’s fence!) 


a 
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Peg some pretty lengths of 
ribbon or strips of crépe paper 
from a washing line. 


push your stick into Tie a small stone to the bottom = i Then you'll know 
the grass, a flowerbed of a piece of string. Hang the sa : oe ) how often the wind 
or a pot of sand or soil. string from the branch of a tree, G ie changes direction. 


where it won't hit anyone. , wy 


To fly your kite, 
run along holding 
the thread. The 
carp should fill 

up with air through 
the mouth and 
rise up. 
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Puzzle it out 


OWL Ik AN OVERCOAT 


Many birds had gathered around Hollow. 

“What’s-that?” asked an outspoken starling, pointing at something that 
looked like a stone statue. 

“That’s my mate,” sobbed Hollow. “She's trapped in a cement overcoat. 
She can’t eat.and she can’t.talk —| just don’t know what to do to. help her!” 
Owl’s beak could be’seen poking through a small hole in the cement. 
Several of the birds tried: to: peer into it; but Hollow wouldn't let them 
get too*close. . 

“| don’t suppose she wants you lot peering at her,” he said. “She just 
wants to get out of there, wot. Any ideas how to go about it?” ; 

All the birds shook their heads. But then the starling spoke. ; es 

“! wouldn't try any rescue attempts until your friendi gets: her strengths; 
up again,” he said: “What she needs is'a bit of food inside’ heh et 5 

“That’s an absolutely splendid idea,” agreed Hollow, “We:shouldsal 
look for worms for Owl.” ae 

Soon the'starling had passed the first worm through the hole.in the \* 
cement and into Owl's hungry. beak. In\her, weakened state it took her» <*>: 
quite a while to swallow it, but finally its pink body disappeared front sight, 

“She's eating!” the birds chorused in delight. “Perhaps we will be able to 
save her after all.” k 

And, for the first time that day, Hollow smiled! 
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HIDING'ROBINS * 
Threerobins are hiding’ 9. 
from the other birds. 


WORM TANGLE 
The birds have collected lots of 

worms but some of them have got 
tangled up. Can you untangle them 

to find out how many worms there are? 
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Fay in) Can you find shen i ; 


o™~ 
What has } 
a shell 
And flies 


° 
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’ BIRD RIDDLE 
To find the answer.to this 
riddle, write down the‘letter on 
a .the blue spotted egg: Then, 
>>> following the direction of the 
— Ry arrow, write down every third 
-afhiiees //letter and the answer will be 
~ revealed, Make sure you.use 
up every letter. 


BIRD WORDS: : 
Add bird to the beginning or-end of all 
these things to make six different words. 
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BIRD JOKES 
Can you match the | 
questions and) 
answers of these 
six jokes? aw 


WHICH BIRD? 
Unscramble the names of these birds, 
then match them to the sentence 

which describes them. 


8. This bird 


“2, A bird 
x that shaves 
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K [ 3. Another 


5. A bird that ao 


sings sweetly 2 hae A .word for 
high in the : ‘fast’. 
sky. 


7. This bird is a 
;{ symbol of peace. 


6. This bird lives in 
the Antarctic. 


4. This bird 
is said to 
& bring babies 


to their : : ; 
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1. This bird is 
always out of 
breath! 


Colour it (9 — oe 
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